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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – February 8, 2018 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place at the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, West Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Don Skiba, Joe 
Smith, Richard Sainsbury, Jane Johnson, Selectmen’s Representative Sylvester Karasinski, Alternate Liz Traynor, 
and Alternate Michael York. The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting. 
 
Absent:  Alternate Jim McConnell 
 
Others Present:   
Director of Planning and Community Development Sara Carbonneau, and resident Barbara Skuly 
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from January 25, 2018 were considered. There was a motion by Self to approve the Minutes of 
January 25, 2018. There was a second by Skiba.  All were in favor except Smith who abstained. Motion 
passed.  

 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as having 
potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Skiba that there is no item on the agenda which can be 
construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Smith with no further discussion.  All 
were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
OTHER APPLICATIONS 
Attached Sign Application  
Maple Nut Kitchen wishes to install a 8.56 s.f. attached sign.  The property is situated at 33 Prospect Street, 
situated in the Business District.  The property is owned by 33 Prospect St., LLC, shown at Tax Map 57, Lot 97.   
 
Self recused himself since he is a neighbor of the business.   
 
Discussion:  The Planning Board members reviewed the application materials and determined there were no 
issues with the request. 
 

Motion was made by Skiba for to approve the request of Maple Nut Kitchen to install an 8.56 s.f. 
attached sign on property situated at 33 Prospect Street in the Business District and owned by 33 
Prospect St., LLC and shown at Tax Map 57, Lot 97. The motion was seconded by Johnson, and all were 
in favor. Motion passed. 
 

Self returned to deliberations. 
 
DISCUSSIONS/OTHER BUSINESS 
Important Dates – 

• Deliberative Session, February 6th at 7:00 p.m. at MRHS Auditorium. 
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• Street Light Information Session, February 12th at 6:30 p.m. at Whitcomb Hall. 
• Voting – Tuesday, March 13 at Christian Life Fellowship (8 a.m. to 7 p.m.). 

 
Streetlights 
Carbonneau said that some lights will be recommended to remain in place, some to be removed, and some 
perhaps to be added. She recommended attending the session to be held at Whitcomb Hall. 
 
Board membership 
Carbonneau noted that Smith is not running for another term.  She added that Johnson has entered her name 
for reelection and York has entered his name for election so that there will be a need for an additional Alternate 
member of the Board. Carbonneau also noted that Traynor’s term is up as well at Town Meeting 2018. 
 
OSI (formerly OEP) Conference – April 28th 
Office of Strategic Initiatives – holding conference on Saturday April 28, 2018. It is a full day conference and 
Carbonneau suggested those who wish to attend contact her as the Town will be able to financially support 
some members attendance. 
 
Discussion regarding Vision section of Master Plan 
Carbonneau said the Master Plan was adopted in 2003. She said two to three years ago a group began working 
on a Vision statement for the Master Plan.  She asked for comments or concerns from the Board. Page said if 
you look at the executive summary, not a whole lot has changed. He said some areas covered in the document 
are viable and others no longer possible. He noted that the goal of acquiring West Swanzey Water Company 
should be eliminated from the Master Plan since the water study group found that the costs associated with 
doing so could run to a million dollars in order to bring the system up to current standards. Skiba added the 
MtBE problem has gone away and therefore State funds are no longer available to assist in purchasing the water 
company. 
 
Carbonneau noted that there are other things the Town has done and should be added to the Master Plan.  One 
is the Complete Streets plan. She also added the Capital Improvements Program report and Water Study Report 
and Hazard Mitigation Plan all could be added to the Master Plan.  None of them are part of the Master Plan at 
this point. 
 
Johnson spoke about the last update in the Master Plan occurring in 2003 which is nearly 15 years ago and there 
is a need to revisit the plan.  Carbonneau said that communities are moving away from one big document. She 
said that this is the Planning Board’s decision as to when to revisit.  
 
Skiba noted the Master Plan sub-committee did not finish the process they started, which was review of the 
Master Plan. They were side-tracked when they began review of the goal of acquiring the West Swanzey Water 
Company. Instead of continuing the Master Plan review, the sub-committee ended up studying the issues 
around the water company which would enable the Town to make a decision as to whether or not to purchase 
the company. Skiba suggested continuing with the sub-committee at the point they left off. 
 
Carbonneau noted that Drinking Water Protection Plan is scheduled for Public Hearing at the next meeting.  
 
Then she asked how the Planning Board wants to structure the sub-committee – do they want others on the 
committee such as a Selectman, someone from the Conservation Commission, someone from the public, and 
determine how often they should be meeting.  She said a short discrete timeframe is important.  She asked the 
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members what they want to do. Carbonneau added she recommended that the Planning Board not discuss the 
Vision section at the next Planning Board meeting since there will be more activity at that meeting. She also 
suggested that if the Conservation Commission moves ahead with creation of a Natural Resources Inventory, the 
section on natural resources should remain as is until the inventory is completed. 
 
There was a discussion about how to accomplish changes in the Master Plan – either using a sub-committee or 
the entire Planning Board to discuss the changes during Planning Board meetings or with a separate Planning 
Board meeting. Skiba suggested keeping the sub-committee intact and bringing the summary to the entire 
Planning Board, reviewing with all the members what had been accomplished up to now. Carbonneau asked if 
the members wish to expand membership and Self suggested keeping the same folks for now and after the first 
review, add members if desired and make a decision at that point as to how we go forward.  It was decided that 
the meeting of March 8, 2018 be the date for reviewing the status of the changes recommended by the sub-
committee up to the point their work was diverted, and all agreed. 
 
Next Meeting:  February 8, 2018 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Skiba.  There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury with all in favor. Motion 
passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary   
 
 
 


